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THE LAST TWELVE VERSES
OF MARK.

1. The last twelve verses of the Gospel
according to Mark are omitted by Tischendorff,
and marked as an Interpolation by Westcott &
Hort. Tregelles and Alford retain them, but
not as a genuine portion of Mark. Weiss has
them only in the margin. These editors thus
agree in ejecting this passage from Scripture.
The Revisers of 1881 separate these verses
from the rest of the Gospel by an unusual
space, and call attention in a note to the fact
that “the two oldest manuscripts and some
other authorities omit” them ; though they
might have added the equally pertinent fact,
that writers earlier than the oldest manuscripts
show their acquaintance with these verses.

2. On the other hand Dean J. W. Burgon
has written a book of some 350 octavo pages in
which he contends with great learning, ability,
and zeal, for the genuineness of these verses;
-and he is followed here by Scrivener and Mil-
ler. But as the difference between these three
and those critical editors resolves itself into one
about methods of recension of the New Testa-
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ment text, Dean Burgon’s elaborate defence
involves a previous question, which has so far
hopelessly divided the two camps of New Testa-
ment textual critics now for over a third of a
century, And until this previous question is
settled, Dr Burgon'’s book is convincing only to
those who already agree with him even before
reading it.

3. As the matter, therefore, now stands, the
last twelve verses of Mark are now only tol-
erated in the New Testament by professional
critical scholarship. If some New Testament
students still hold to the genuineness of these
verses, it is on subjective grounds : which, how-
ever, can have no force with those who ask for
objective proof : for demonstration rather than
opinion, however expert.

4. In the following pages it is purposed to
submit the passage itself, rather than its docu-
mentary accusers and defenders, to a rigid
examination. It is purposed to take it, as it
were, into the innermost secret police chamber,
and there compel it to give as full an account
of itself as can be obtained therefrom by all
legitimate means.

5. Before listening to the testimony of this
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passage concerning itself, the reader needs to
be reminded of the following facts: (1) The
passage falls into the following natural divi-
sions, recognized as such in the Revised Ver-
sion: (a) Appearance of the risen Christ to
Mary, and the disciples’ disbelief thereof —
verses 9—I1; (4) Subsequent appearances of
Christ — verses 12—-18; (¢) Conclusion of the
narrative. There are thus in this passage at
least three natural logical divisions: made, be
it observed, not by the present writer, but by
the Revisers, to mention no others. But in
addition to these natural divisions, there are
also natural, logical subdivisions. Thus verses
9-11, which form the first division of the Revis-
ers, fall in their turn into three natural subdivi-
sions : verse 9 forming the one, verse 10 the
second, and verse 11 the third. In like manner
verses 19—-20, the last division of the Revisers,
fall in their turn into two natural subdivisions :
verse 19 forming one, and verse 20 the other.
(2) From another point of view this passage
consists of two other great divisions: Simple
Narrative ; and the speech of the risen Christ
in verses 15-18. (3) The Greeks had no sepa-
rate symbols, corresponding to our Arabic fig-
ures, for expressing numbers. They made use
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of the letters of their alphabet instead; and its
twenty-four letters accordingly stand for the fol-
lowing numbers: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 9, 10, 20,
30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 9O, 100, 200, 300, 400,
500, 600, 700, 800. That is to say: the Greek
letters a, B, 7, 8, ¢, &, 6,4, 6, N\, p, v, & o, m,
ps o, T, v, b, X, ¥, @, in addition to expressing
the sounds a, 4, ¢, etc., express also the num-
bers 1, 2, 3, etc. Every Greek word, in addition
to expressing some idea, thus stands also for a
sum in arithmetic obtained by adding the num-
bers for which its letters stand. Thus Incots
stands for /esus,; but also for 888, the sum of
10, 8, 200, 70, 400, 200, the numeric values of
the letters making up that word. Each Greek
word (and the same is true of the Hebrew, in
which the Old Testament is written, Greek
being the language of the New), phrase, sen-
tence, passage, or book, has thus its NUMERIC
VALUE. (4) If in the above list of the 24 letters
of the Greek alphabet (and the same is true of
the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet) the
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. up to 24 (up to 22 in
Hebrew), be placed before the 24 letters in
their order, the number before each letter is its
PLACE VALUE. And the sum of the place val-
ues of the letters of which it consists is the
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Place Value of that word. The place value of
Inooils, Jesus, is thus 87, the sum of 9, 7, 18,
15, 20, and 18 : the place values of its six let-
ters. Every Greek and Hebrew word has thus
two values : its numeric and its place value.

6. We may now proceed with the exami-
nation of the passage itself : what can it tell us
of its descent, its character, its destiny?

Here is the passage as it stands in Westcott
& Hort, followed by the translation of the
American Revisers conformed to that text.

MARK 16 :9-20.

1. Zext.

9 Avaoras 8¢ mpwi mwpoTy caBBdrwv epdvy
mpwror Mapia Ty Maydanvy map’ 75 exfBe-
10 BAijxer émrd Saiuovia. exeivy mopevleloa arr-
Hryyehery TOS perT avroi yevouévors mevbolot
11 xat xKhaloverw. Ka' 'keivor akovoavres 87 &p
" xas efedOny o’ avrijs nmwicTyoay. |
12 Merd 8¢ TatTa Suoiv ef avrdv wepimrarotoy
epavepwln ev érépa popdn mopevouevols s
13 aypdv. xa’' ’'xetvor amwerdovres amiyyehay Tois
14 Aourois: ovdé exelvows emiotevoav. "Torepov
O¢ avaxeipévois avrois Tols €vdexa edavepwb
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xaiL wyeldiaey Ty amioTlav avrdv Kat crAnpo-
xapdlay éti Tois Beacauévois avroy eynryepuévor
€KX VeKpdy OUK emioTevgav. Kai €lmey avTois
Ilopevfévres eis Tov Kogpov Gmavra knpbdEate
T0 evayyé\ioy mwdon Ty KTioEl. O TWiTTEVTAs
xar BarmticOels ocwbigerar, 0 O¢ amoTioas
xatakpioerar. anueia 8¢ Tows MioTEVTATLY
akohoviioer Tavra, ev T ovouaTt pov datudia
exBalovoiy, YA@ooals Aalioovoiy, Kai €v
Tais Xepoiv odes apovaw ka' ‘v Gavdoiuov Ti
wiwaw ov un avrols Bhdyy, em( appdarovs
xetpas eminaovow kar kaids Eovow.

‘O pev oww klpios Inools perd 1o AaAfjcat
avtois aveAjudldn es Tov ovpavov kar exdBicev
ex Sekudv 1o Beod. exetvor de eferOdvres exr)-
pvEay wavrayol, Tob Kuplov cuvepyoivTos xat
Tov Adyov BeBaiobrros did Twy emaxolovBovy-
Ty anpelwy.

2. Translation.

Now when he was risen early on the first
day of the week he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene from whom he had cast out seven
demons. She went and told them that had
been with him as they mourned and wept.
And they when they heard that he was alive,
and had been seen of her, disbelieved.
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And after these things he was manifested
in another form unto two of them, as they
walked on their way into the country. And
they went away and told it to the rest;
neither believed they them. And afterward
he was manifested unto the eleven them-
selves as they sat at meat, and he upbraided
them with their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they believed not them that
had seen him after he was risen from the
dead. And he said unto them: Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to the
whole creation., Who believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but who disbelieveth
shall be condemned. And these signs shall
follow them that believe: In my name shall
they cast out demons, they shall speak with
tongues ; and they shall take up serpents in
their hands; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall in nowise hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover.

So then the Lord Jeuss after he had
spoken unto them was received up into the
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of
God. And they went forth, and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them,
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and confirming the word by the signs that
followed.

7. The number of worDs in this passage is
175, or 25 sevens (Feature 1) ; its VOCABULARY
has 98 words, or 14 sevens (Feature 2); the
number of its ForMs is 133, or 19 sevens
(Feature -3); the NUMERIC VALUE (see §35
above) of the passage is 103,663, or 14,800 sev-
ens (Feature 4) ; the numeric value of its 133
Forms is 89,663, or 12,809 sevens (Feature 5).
Of these 133 Forms 112, or 16 sevens, occur
but once; and 21, or 3 sevens, occur MORE
THAN ONCE (Feature 6). The 98 words of the
Vocabulary have 553 LETTERS, or 79 sevens .
(Feature 7): of which 294, or 42 sevens, are
VoweLs; and 259, or 37 sevens, are CONSO-
NANTS (Feature 8). Of these 98 words of the
Vocabulary 84, or 12 sevens, are found before
in the Gospel of Mark; and 14, or 2 sevefis,
are found only here (Feature g). And again : of
these 98 words of the Vocabulary 42, or 6 sev-
ens, are used by the Lord in his address to the
disciples ; and-§6, or 8 sevens, form no part of
His vocabulary (Feature 10). And what is true
here of the vocabulary to this passage is true
also of the passage itself. Its 175 words are
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thus divided between the speech of the Lord
and the rest of the passage : the speech has 56
words, or 8 sevens; the rest of the passage
has 119 words, or 17 sevens (Feature 11).

8. The same facts may be stated in another
form thus: The vocabulary to this passage has
o8 words, 553 letters, 294 vowels, 259 conso-
nants; it has 133 forms, with a numeric value
of 89,663, occurring 175 times with a numeric
value of 103,663; 112 forms occurring but
once, and 21 forms occurring 63 times; the
vocabulary of the Lord in this passage has 42
words which He uses 56 times; 14 of the g8
words are-not found before in Mark. ZEwvery
one of these fourteen numbers is so many — SEV-
ENS.

It may moreover be remarked that this enu-
meration of sevens in these several items is by
no means complete. Thus the number of the
words in the vocabulary, 98, is 7X7X 2, a mul-
tiple not only of seven, but of seven sevens
(Feature 12). The same is true of the number
294 under Feature 8: it being 7X7X6 (Fea-
ture 13). And under Feature 9 the number
84 is 7X2X2X3: itself a multiple of seven,
and the sum of its factors, 14, is 2 sevens (Fea-
ture 14.)
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9, The first examination of this passage
thus brings out at once the fact that it is as it
were labelled over with sevens, has a sort of
special stamp thereon, wears so to speak a pecu-
liar garment, with its warp and woof of — sev-
ens.

The labels covering the trunk on the pier tell
without further inquiry of its journeyings ; the
stamp on the plate, the design on the pottery,
tell much of its craftsman, its artist, its age,
its clime; the texture of the fabric testifies
even in silence as to its exact worth. What
have these labels of sevens to tell us con-
cerning this passage?

10. The presence of these fourteen features
of sevens can be accounted for in only two
ways: they are either mere coincidences, acci-
dental, or they are designed. There is no alter-
native. If not designed by some intelligence,
they have come into this passage by sheer
chance. And if not here by sheer accident,
they are here by design. Now the chances for
any thing just happening, being undesigned,
are readily calculated. What are the chances
for these fourteen features of sevens being here
mere coincidences, purely accidental rather than
designed ?
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"I Only one number in seven is a multiple
of seven, and the chance for any number being
a multiple of seven is only one in seven : since
the other six numbers that are not multiples of
seven have as good a chance to merely /Aappen
here as the one that is a multiple of seven.

Let a bag contain seven balls numbered res-
pectively 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. If it were required
that ball number 7 be drawn from the bag with-
out looking at the balls, the required ball may
be drawn at the first attempt, or it may not be
drawn till the twentieth; but in the long.run it
will be found that ball number 7 will be drawn
on an average not oftener than once in seven
times ; and this would also be the case with the
other six balls. So that if the choice for the
number of words in this passage be left to mere
chance, the numbers 172, 173, 174, 176, 177,
178, which are not multiples of seven have as
good a chance to merely happen here as the
number 175, which is a multiple of seven ; and
its chance for merely happening here, being
undesigned, is accordingly only one in seven,

12. The chance for any two numbers being
multiples of seven is only one in 91. Thus let
there be fourteen balls in a bag marked respect-

ively 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, I4,
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and it be required to draw by chance together
numbers 7 and 14, the only two multiples of
seven. Left to chance the drawings might be
1,2;1,3;1,4;1,5; I,6; and so on to 14.
Then 2, 3; 2,4; 2,5; 2,6; 2,7; and so on
to 14. Then 3,4; 3,5; 3,6; and so on to
14, till all possible combinations by twos are
exhausted. The number of these combinations
will be found to be 91, so that the combination
required to be drawn, 7, 14, has only one
chance in 91. So that if the chance for the
number of words in this passage being 175§, or
25 sevens, is only one in seven, the chance for,
say, their occurring at the same time in 133
forms, or 19 sevens, is only one in 91I.

13. The chance for any three numbers being
multiples of seven is only one in 1330. For if
it be required to draw togethter the only three
numbers that are multiples of seven, namely, 7,
14, 21, from a bag of 21 balls which are num-
bered respectively 1, 2, 3, etc,, to 21, there will
be found no fewer than 1330 possible combi-
nations of three numbers each: 1, 2, 3; 1, 2,
4; and so on to 1, 2, 21. Then 2, 3, 4; 2, 3,
5; and so onto 2, 3, 21. Then 3,4, 5; 3, 4,
6 ; and so on through the 1330 possible combi-
nations. If therefore the chance for the num-
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ber of words in this passage and of its forms
being both multiples of seven is only one in g1
the chance for the vocabulary to this passage
having at the same time a number of words
that is a multiple of seven is only one in 1330.
In other words : the chance for any one fea-
ture of sevens merely happening here is only one
in seven; for any two to happen together, only
one in 91 ; for any three, only one in 1330.

14. The chance for every additional feature
of sevens merely happening here rather than
being designed diminishes each time a large
number of times in accordance with a definite
though rather complicated formula of Permu-
tations and Combinations. The chance for four
features of sevens is thus only one in 20,475 ;
for five one in 324,632; for six one in §,2485,-
786 ; for seven one in 85,900,584 ; for eight
one in 1,420,494,075 ; for nine one in 23,667,
689,815 ; for ten one in 396,704,524,216; for
eleven one in 6,681,687,099,710; for fourteen
one in 32,626,924,340,528,840; the chance for
each additional feature diminishing some six-
teenfold.

The presence then of these fourteen features
of sevens here has only one chance in nearly
thirty-two thousand millions of wmilltons for
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merely happening, being undesigned. Now
when the chances against a thing merely hap-
pening run into hundreds of thousands, it is
already deemed highly improbable for it to hap-
pen. And when it runs into hundreds of mil-
lions, it is accepted as practically impossible to
happen. But here the chances against these
fourteen features of sevens being accidental are
not hundreds of millions, but millions of mil-
lions. These sevens are therefore here not by
chance, but by design.

15. We have thus so far learned that there
is a design of sevens running through this pas-
sage. And we may now proceed with its fur-
ther cross examination concerning itself. In
what follows the reader need only bear in mind
that every additional feature of sevens dimin-
ishes the possibility of chance here some six-
teenfold more, and thus strengthens sixteenfold
the assurance that the numeric phenomena here
are not accidental but designed.

16. The 175 words of this passage, or 23§
sevens, are thus distributed among its three
NATURAL DIVISIONS (§§ above): Verses g-I1
have 35 words, or § sevens ; verses 12—18 have
105 words, or I5 sevens (Feature 15); verses
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19—20 have 3§ words, or 5 sevens (Feature 16).

That is to say: the number of words in this
passage being so many sevens, it is distributed
among its three natural divisions also by sevens.

And what is true here of the passage as a
whole is also true of its divisions. Thus the
longest of the three divisions, the middle one,
verses 12-17, with its 105 words, or 15 sevens,
is thus divided: Verse 12, a natural subdivision
(§ 5, above), has 14 words, or 2 sevens ; verses
13-15, to the speech of the Lord, have 35
words, or 5 sevens (Feature 17); while the
speech of the Lord, as already stated, has 56
words, or 8 sevens.

Not only then are the 175 words of this pas-
sage divided by sevens among its natural main
divisions, but also among its minor subdivisions.

17. The ~uMERIC VALUE of this passage
was stated above to be 103,663, or 14,809 sev-
ens. Of this number the first natural division,
verses 9—11, has 17,213, or 2,459 sevens; and
verses 12-20 have 86,450, or 12,350 sevens
(Feature 18). Verses g—I1 are in their turn
thus subdivided: The three verses, 9, 10, 11,
form natural subdivisions. Accordingly, the
numeric value of this division, 17,213, or 2,459
sevens, is thus divided : the middle subdivision,
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verse 10, has 5,418, or 774 sevens; the two
outside ones, verses g and 11, have 11,795, or
1,685 sevens (Feature 19). The middle subdi-
vision, verse 10, has in its turn its numeric
value divided thus: its first word, exedsn, has
98, or 14 sevens (Feature 20). Its last word,
xAaflovaw, has 791, or 113 sevens; the remain-
ing words have 4,529, or 647 sevens (Feature
21).

That is to say: Just as the number of words
in this passage, itself a multiple of seven, is
divided among the divisions and subdivisons by
sevens, so is its numeric value also divided
among the divisions and subdivisions by sevens.

18. This feature in verse 10,— that of its
entire numeric value, which is so many sevens,
the values of the ffrs¢ and Jast words are each
also a multiple of seven, — is duplicated in the
vocabulary of Forms. Its 133 words, or 19
sevens, have as stated above, a numeric value
of 89,663, or 12,809 sevens. Now the value of
the first alphabetical form, aypdy, is 224, or 32
sevens (Feature 22) ; of the last, wreldicey, it is
1134, or 162 sevens (Feature 23).

Again: the numerics of verses 9-12, the first
division of this passage, have this peculiarity :
Its numeric value, which is so many sevens, is
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divided by sevens among its three subdivisions
not in their order, but berween the two outstde
verses on the one side, and the middle verse on
the other. This feature is duplicated in the
value of the passage as a whole thus: the 175
numeric values of the 175 words of this pas-
sage consist some of only one figure, of units;
others of two figures, of tens; others again of
three figures, of hundreds; and others of four
figures, of thousands. Now these 175 values,
which are 25 sevens, are thus divided among
these four classes : the two extremes, units and
thousands, are 42 in number, or 6 sevens; the
two means, tens and hundreds, are 133 in
number, or 19 sevens (Feature 24). Thus here
also is the division by sevens not in the natural
order, but between the outside classes and the
inside, the exremes and the means.

19. The first division of this passage, verses
9-12, has numerics of its own thus: Of its 35
words, or § sevens, I4, Or 2 sevens, BEGIN
with a vowel ; and 21, or 3 sevens, begin with a
consonant (Feature 25). And 21, or 3 sevens,
END with a vowel, and 14, or 2 sevens, end
with a consonant (Feature 26). Seven BEGIN
AND END with a vowel (Feature 27). The 33
words of this division, or § sevens, have 84
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SYLLABLES, or 12 sevens (Feature 28). Their
numeric value is, as already stated, 17,213, or
2,459 sevens. If now their numeric values be
placed over each of the 35 words as they stand
in the passage, and EVERY SEVENTH value taken
out, the numbers are 1,400, 386, 1,171, 1,247,
857. Their sum is 5,061, or 723 sevens (Fea-
ture 29g), of which the first has 1,400, or 200
sevens (Feature 30).

This last feature in the numerics of its first
division is duplicated in the passage as a whole,
though with a slight variation. For the passage
has 175 words, or 25 sevens. Every sevent/
part of this passage thus consists of 25 words.
If now every twenty-fifth word of this passage
be taken out, their numeric values are found to
be 791, 21, 591, 1533, 21, 651, 1113. Every
one of these numbers, with one exception, is a
multiple of seven (Featere 31). The chance
for this particular numeric feature merely hap-
pening, being undesigned, is only one in 7X 235,
or 175 multiplied by itself six times; only one
in 12,867,849,375, at the most. The chance
for the two features, 30 and 31, to happen thus
together here is only one in 12,867,849,375X

282,475,249.
20. Of the numeric value of the first divi-
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sion, verses 9-12, which is 17,213, or 2,459
sevens, the first word and the last, avaords and
nwiocTnoav, have 753 and 857 ; together 1,610,
or 230 sevens (Feature 32). This feature is
also partly duplicated in the passage as a whole.
For its last word, onuefwy, has a value of 1,113,
or 159 sevens (Feature 33); having at the
same time seven letters (Feature 34).

It may be remarked here that the chance for
Feature 32 merely happening here, being just a
coincidence, is nearly one in six; the chance
for Features 33-34 is only one in 175X 7X7.
The chance for these three features together
being mere coincidences is only one in 51,450
at the most.

The numeric design running through this
passage as a whole is thus seen to run also
through its divisions and subdivisions : the fea-
tures in the one being duplicated in the others.

21. The manner in which the repetition of
these numeric phenomena extends even to the
smallest subdivison is instructively illustrated
in verse 20, a subdivsion of the last division of
this passage. "The manner is the same as in
verse 10 discussed above in § 17, but with dif-
ference in detail. It has already been stated
that of the 98 words of the vocabulary to this
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passage, or 14 sevens, one seventh of the words,
or 14 (which is 2 sevens), are not found before
in Mark. And in fact seven of these 14 words
are not found in the New Testament at all
before this passage, but are found afterwards
(Feature 35). Now this particular feature is
repeated in verse 20.thus: It has a vocabulary
of 14 words, or 2 sevens (Feature 36); of
which seven are found before in this passage,
and seven are found only here (Feature 37).

In other words: Just as the vocabulary to
this passage as a whole is divided by sevens
between words found before in Mark and words
found only here, so the vocabulary to verse 20
is similarly divided by sevens between words
found before verse 20 and words found only in
verse 20.

22. A few miscellaneous numeric features
may now be pointed out. Among the parts of
speech the 98 words of the vocabulary are thus
divided. The not-nouns are 77 in number, or
11 sevens; the nouns, 21, or 3 sevens (Feature
38) : of which seven begin with a vowel; and
14, or 2 sevens, begin with a consonant (Fea-
ture 39; compare Features 22-24). The seven
words of the vocabulary found afterwards in the
New Testament, but not before this passage
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(§ 21, above), occur in the New Testament 35
times, or § sevens (Feature 40); and have a
numeric value of 8,246, or 1,178 sevens (Fea-
‘ture 41). The word in the vocabulary which
occurs the largest number of times in this pas-
sage is o, the. It occurs here 21 times, or. 3
sevens (Feature 42), and has a value of 7o, or
10 sevens (Feature 43).

23. Just one word in the vocabulary of this
passage is found nowhere else in the New Tes-
tament, favdsipos, deadly. This one word pre-
sents the following phenomena. Its numeric
value is 581, or 83 sevens (Feature 44). Itis
preceded in the vocabulary by 42 words, or 6
sevens (Feature 45); and in the passage itself
by 126 words, or 18 sevens (Feature 46). This
last feature is duplicated in the case of the
Jorms found nowhere else in the New Testa-
ment. There are several of them, but the first
such form is preceded by — seven words (Fea-
ture 47).

In other words: As this passage has just one
word that is found only here in the New Tes-
tament, this fact is signalized by three distinct
features of sevens. And on a smaller scale the
same is done with the Forms peculiar to this
passage.
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24. It has already been pointed out (§11,
Features 22-23) that the first and last alpha-
betical words of this passage have for their
numeric values multiples of seven. It may now
be added that these two words have 14 letters,
or 2 sevens (Feature ¢8): of which seven are
vowels, and seven are consonants (Feature 49.
Compare Features 25 and 38). And avypdy, the
first of these two words, beside having for its
numeric value a multiple of seven has for its
Place value (see § 5) 49, or seven (Feature 50)
sevens (Feature 51).

In other words: the fact that these two
words occupy the first and last places in the
Vocabulary of Forms is signalized by the pres-
ence of six features of sevens between them,
three features for each word.

25. In this passage the risen Lord appears
to (@) Mary, (6) two disciples, (¢) the eleven :
to 14 persons in all, or 2 sevens (Feature 52).
Three numerals are found here: &vo, émrrd,
&vdexa : two, seven, eleven. These numeric
words have seven syllables (Feature 53); and a
numeric value of 945, the sum of 474, 386, 85s.
This number is 7X3X3X 3X 5 : a multiple of
seven (Feature §4), with the sum of its factors
21, or 3 sevens (Feature 55).
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26. The words here for the divine persons are :
xvpuos, Inoods, Oess, Lord, Jesus, God. These
words occupy in this passage places 144, 145,
1509, respectively. The sum of these numbers,
448, is 7X2X2X2X2X2X2: a multiple of
seven (Feature 56), with seven as the number of
its factors (Feature 57. Compare Features 45—
47). One of these words, xipios, Lord, is found
here twice. Its second occurrenceis the seventh
word from the third of these words (Feature
58) : just as the third word is itself 14 words,
or 2 sevens, from the second (Feature 59).

In other words: Not only the number of
words addressed by the Lord is signalized by
features of sevens, but also the number of per-
sons to whom he addresses words is thus sig-
nalized. And the words for both Divinity and
Numbers are thus likewise signalized.

27. The g8 words of the vocabulary are dis-
tributed ALPHABETICALLY thus: a has 14, or
2 sevens; B-{ have 28, or 4 sevens; 6-o, 35,
or § sevens; m—x, 21, or 3 sevens. The fact
that the 98 words are distributed into alphabet-
ical groups of sevens (care being as it were
taken that each group of sevens be formed with
the last word under a letter) is in itself already
noticeable. But the striking fact here is this:
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The number of letters with which these four
groups of sevens begin and end is seven (Fea-
ture 60). Their place values are 1, 2, 6, 8,
15, 16, 22. Their sum is 70, or 7X2X5: a
multiple of seven (Feature 61), with the sum
of its factors 14, or 2 sevens (Feature 62).

And the same feature is repeated with a little
variation in the 175 occurrences of these 98
words, which are alphabetically distributed thus:
a—m have 161, or 23 sevens; o-rt have 7; vy,
also 7. These groups end with the letters =, 7,
x ; their numeric value, 980, is 7X7X20, a
multiple not only of seven (Feature 63), but of
seven sevens (Feature 64).

28. The 98 words of the vocabulary begin
with the following letters: a, B, v, 8, ¢ &, 6, ¢,
kK, N, w,v,0,m 0,7 v,  x. Their numeric
value is 2331, or 333 sevens (Feature 65). The
175 words of the passage itself begin with two
more letters, n and w. The number of letters
with which the words of this passage begin is
thus 21, or 3 sevens (Feature 66).

29. When first written out this investigation
covered only some two pages and a half, with
less than a dozen features of sevens noticed
therein : which small number, however, seemed
at the time already marvellous enough. Since
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then this study has been rewritten a number of
times, because at every fresh look at the pass-
age new features of sevens were found. But
even at the present writing there is no assur-
ance that this enumeration of its numeric phe-
nomena is complete. In fact, at this very
moment the writer had to go back and add fea-
ture 66, which had hitherto escaped him. But
what further investigation may reveal is shown
by a single example. It has been seen in the
preceding section that the 98 words of the
vocabulary begin with nineteen letters. These
98 words occur in 133 forms, or seven nine-
teens ; the passage has 418 syllables, or 22
nineteens. The presence of these three fea-
tures of nineteens may indeed be accidental;

but the chance for its being so is only one in
29,260,

30. Leaving, therefore, our search for fur-
ther numeric phenomena, content with what
has so far been got, we find this passage gives
the following account of itself :

Among its paragraphs the words of this pas-
sage are distributed by sevens. Between speech
and narrative, between words occurring once
and those occurring more than once, they are
divided by sevens, The words in the passage,
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its vocabulary, its forms, its letters, are each so
many sevens. Its own numeric value, that of
its forms, is so many sevens. And so on for
some sixty-six features of sevens.

This passage is thus found to be constructed
on a most elaborate design of sevens running
through its every conceivable detail. And we
may now proceed to digest the evidence thus
obtained from the passage concerning itself,
and draw the conclusions it forces upon us.

31. Now the first fact established by the
presence of the design of sevens here is that
we are dealing here with no ordinarry bit of
writing ; rather with an extraordinary, in fact
unique piece of writing. There is nothing like
it so far known in all literature. And its unique.
ness is accentuated not only in its structure,
but also in this fact: Poe’s “ Raven ” is con-
structed on an elaborate design centering in the
one word MNewvermore. Tennyson’s * Brook ”
is constructed on an elaborate design centering
in the imitation of the motion and swish of the
water, just as Poe’s “ Bells "’ center in the clang
of the metal. Southey and Browning have also
tried their hand at such elaborate designings.
But in all these the design, already simple in
itself, lies on the surface, so that he who runs
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may read. Even a blind man can perceive in
these design on hearing them read, as distinctly
as the neighing of horses is heard in the sym-
phony of Raff. Ordinary human "design is
nearly always perceived at once by the trained
eye. One famlliar with the Hebrew, when read-
ding Psalm cxix., or the other six alphabetical
Psalms, or the separate chapters of Jeremiah's
Lamentations, need not meditate long ere discov-
ing alphabetical arrangement in their versifi-
cation. But here a most harmonious all-pervad-
ing design runs as it were through every conceiv-
able point of the horizon : north, east; south,
west, horizontal, vertical, diagonal, up to the
zenith, down to the nadir,—yet the passage
reads naturally: as if wholly innocent of the
slightest attempt at art: which attempt is at
once manifest in every piece of writing just
named.

32. The second fact established by the pres-
ence of these features of sevens here is that we
are dealing here with an unheard of literary
mathematical artist hardly even conceivable but
for the fact that we see the work actually done
before our eyes. Were the reader to sit down
and undertake to write a brief page of dis-
course with intent of duplicating even only the
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first dozen of these features of sevens, he would
find the composition thereof a matter not of
days, nor even weeks, but of months, perhaps
even years. And here are not one dozen of
such features, nor two, nor three, but five dozen
such features.

Moreover, this is not a mere design of sev-
ens; It is design within design, and further
design withiu these. Wheels within wheels,
rings within rings : the speech within the nar-
rative having a scheme within the scheme ; the
separate paragraphs having schemes of their
own within the scheme. The vocabulary has
its scheme, the forms have theirs. And yet all
this so guarded that the total value of the 175
words of this passage, with nearly a thousand
letters, eack letter being a separate number, yet
comes out exactlyas planned: even though the
change in a single letter would affect the result
and destroy not one but several features of the
design.

The reader is requested particularly to bear
these two facts inmind : (1) that this piece of
writing has a remarkable numeric stamp on
its brow as it were; (2) that its writer is a
royal sort of numeric artist who performs an
astounding feat of numeric structure inimitable
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so far; and who moreover cares nothing for
having his skill, his art, his genius, known to a
single soul beside him or after him. For not
a hint has hitherto come down to us through
all the centuries that such a scheme is woven
through this passage.

33. The third fact established by the design
here is that we are assured of having the pass-
age exactly as its designer meant it to be read
of men. For the omission of, or a change in a
single letter, to say nothing of a whole word, at
once destroys some featurves of the mow perfect
design.

As each letter stands for a number (the nine-
teen letters after e, moreover, standing each for
two numbers, its numeric and place values), it
is clear that a change in even a single letter
changes the numeric value of the entire pass-
sage. An example or two will illustrate this:

34. The Revisers end this passage, and
therefore the Gospel of Mark, not with West-
cott & Hort's onuelwv, signs, but with ausw,
Amen, which latter reading is indeed an alter-
native reading offered by Westcott & Hort in
their uncertainty. The Revisers, of whose com-
pany Drs Westcott and Hort were members, do
not even hint that there is any difference as to
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this last word among the «“authorities.” For
them the- status of Amen is as certain as the
rest of the passage. Let now this word be
added. Without it we have (to take only the
first six numeric features) :

Words 175, or 7 X . 25.
Forms 133, or 7X 19.
Vocabulary 98, or 7X 14.

Letters in Vocabulary 553, or 7 X 79.
Value of Passage 103,663, or 7X 14,809.

Value of Forms 89,663, or 7X 12,809.
With it we have :

Words 176, or 11X 16.
Forms I34, Or 67X 2.
Vocabulary 9g, or Itx o
Letters in Vocabulary 557, or 557X I
_ Value of Passage 103,062, or 51,881 X 2

" Value of Forms 89,762, or 44,881 X 2.

Where in the one case. all is harmony, the
scheme of sevens being seen at once, in the
other it is all but confusion (the two elevens-
being the nearest approach to order), as is ever
.the case when aught foreign is introduced into
a delicately wrought work by a Master’s hand.

But these six primary features of sevens are
not the only ones that are lost by the addition
of this word apyr. Many of the secondary
features also go with it; such as the division of
the words by sevens in the paragraphs; the
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divisions of the vocabularies. In fact the design
as a a whole is destroyed by the addition of this
one word, leaving only some desultory features.

35. In verse 18 the Revisers omit “in their
.hands,” which words Westcott & Hort retain,
though in their uncertainty they offer the omis-
sion of ev Tais yepolv as an alternative. With
this omission the numeric design in most of its
featues disappears altogether ; and the passage
numerically considered becomes something dif-
ferent. What few features of sevens remain
would leave the investigator with the feeling a
discoverer has in the presence of the unearthed
disjointed fragments of an ante-diluvian crea-
ture : a tantalizing certainty that parts of an
interesting organism are before him, but with
well-nigh hopeless prospect of seeing it in its
integrity.

36. Though presenting here a perfect text,
Westcott & Hort themselves had no assurance
of this fact, and they express their uncertainty
herein by offering as many as seven alternative
readings, two of which have just been noticed.
In the same manner their five other alternative
readings are shown to be impossible. Their
adoption would destroy the design partly if not
wholly ; would bring confusion into what is now
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order, would make havoc with a rare piece of
beauty, would introduce as it were the bull into
the china shop.

37. Moreover, this numeric design not only
brings certainty into those places where West-
cott & Hort are uncertain, it actually corrects
some editorial errors of theirs. The ancient
manuscripts having no spaces between the
words, their separation becomes at times a mat-
ter of mere editorial opinion. New Testament
editors differ here at times, Westcott & Hort
differ now and then even with their own selves.
The frequent un wdre they have once pymore.
They have uevoirye and uev ovw e, 8io and &/ o.
In this passage they print «a’ 'keivotand «a’ ’v as
one word each: xaxeivoc and xdv, and they, and
if. By this wrong printing, not warranted by
the manuscripts the passage is made to have
only 172 words, with only 132 forms, and
with complete derangement of that part of the
design of sevens running through the mere
number of words and forms.

38. In other words: Had the writer of this
passage foreseen that many centuries after him
a body like the Revisers would add two words
to his work (Amen at the end and nmew befere
fongues in verse 17), and take away six others
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(ex vexkpiow, from the dead, in verse 14 after
risen, and xat ev Tais xepolv, and in their hands,
in verse 18 before serpents); had the writer
foreseen that even his best editors would by
mistaken contraction give him the appearance
of using fewer words and forms than intended
by him ; and had he wished to secure his work
once for all against tampering with it, against
joining together what was meant to be kept
asunder ; and had the writer intended to fur-
nish the passage itself with an auzomatic check
against such liberties with his work, he could
have done no better — could he ? —than to
stamp his work with this numeric design in
such a way that whoso touched it ever after
with unhallowed hand, the Passage itself would
cry out Thief ! against the purloiner of a few of
its words in the one case; Intruder, out with
thee | against the additions of the other ; and,
Set me Right, Messrs. Editors, in the misprints
of the third.

39. Men admire the shrewdness of the cash
register, or the time lock of the banker’s vault.
But an automatic recorder and keeper and
watchman over even every single letter of this
writing which rusts not and wears not out
through the ages, nor is dug through by a thief,
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be he never so ingenious —this is what the
writer of this page has furnished in this pass-
age nearly two thousand years before our great
modern ingenuities of discovery and invention.

In the days of old when Uzzah with unhal-
lowed hand touched the ark, he was forthwith
slain. In the modern days one who stands in
the way of the steam train or the trolley car is
knocked aside by the cowcatcher, or picked up
by the fender: but in either case with seldom
other than rather disastrous result. But the
ingenious artist of this passage has provided it
with a fender which also removes everything in
its way ; but this not wrathfully as in Uzzah’s -
case, nor hurtfully as in the modern car’s case,
but gently : shoving all incompetency of dealing
therewith just aside, with the simple reminder :
Not thus, friend, but zkus. . . .

40. This Passage has thus so far convinced
us by its own testimony which cannot be gain-
said, of three things: (1) It has a most remark-
able, unique character itself. (2) Its writer,
whoever he be, is an astounding personage, a
literary artist of unheard-of skill, of unparal-
leled ingenuity. (3) His work has come down
to us, as it here stands, pure: without a tinge
of corruption within, with no speck thereon
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without, 7%is Passage has so far established
its own tnlegrity, where'er it came from, whith-
ersoe’er it belongs.

There remains now to discover its citizenship.
Is the passage indeed a mere beautiful orphan;
of noble birth mayhap, and yet again perchance
a mere gypsy: spotless indeed herself, yet a
wanderer, without abode, without fixed affinity;
indeed a beautiful, noble sort of vagabond, but
still & vagabond, a tramp in fact, which even
the best New Testament editors feel bound to
thrust out from the hallowed circle, or even
~ resolutely slam the door in its very face?

41. Let us then look carefully at Features
34, 39, 40, 44, 45, 46, 47, in §§22--23. Let us
go over them briefly. Feature 34 is that, of
the 98 words of the vocabulary, which number
is itself so many sevens, there are just seven
words which are found afterwards in the New
Testament (note the New Testament: which
itself consists of seven and twenty different
books, written by eight different writers, some
of them separated from each other by decades
of time and by hundreds of miles of space)
but not defore, being found here for the first
time in the New Testament. Features 39 and
40 are that these seven words have a numeric
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value of sevens, and they occur in the New
Testament so many sevens of times. Features
44-46 are that the one word in this passage
that is not found in the rest of the New Testa-
ment is stamped with a value of sevens, and
special care is taken that its exact place in the
passage and in the vocabulary be stamped with
sevens. Feature 47 is that the first of the
Forms found nowhere else in the New Testa-
ment has its place in this passage stamped with
seven.

42. This stamp of sevens proves these facts
about these words to be designed. That is:
their author meant to have it as part of his
design that his vocabulary should stand thus,
by means of these words, in a definite numeric
relation fto the rest of the New Testamend.
Seven distinct features of sevens thus attest
that the design of sevens in this passage was
conceived with direct reference to the New
Testament as a whole, as one book.

This fact, while not yet establishing an
organic union with the New Testament, does
establish a certain close connection. In other
words : while this testimony does not yet assure
us that we are dealing here with a scion of the
royal house, it does make it clear that we are
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dealing here with one to whom royalty is no
stranger, who is somehow moving in courtly
circles.

43. But the relation of this passage to Mark
individually is still closer than to the New Tes-
tament. For in addition to the seven words
found elsewhere in the New Testament affer
this passage, but not before (neither in Mark
nor in Matthew), with their stamp of sevens
upon them, the Gospel of Mark being thus their
starting point, there are also in this passage,
out of its 98 vocabulary words, 14 words, or 2
sevens, that are not found before in Mark —a
double tie as it were of this passage with Mark’s
Gospel.

This fact proves it indeed a member of his
household. But is this passage related even
more closely to Mark? Is its relation that of
mere servant, or of a guest, or even more than
these? Is it perhaps bone of his bone, flesh
of his flesh?

44. Suppose now that another bit of writing
were found displaying the same features with
these Last Twelve Verses: the same numeric
scheme, the same sevens, the same intricate
yet graceful design,—the conclusion would be
forced upon us that the two pieces of writing



38 MARK 16 :0-20,

are two portions of the same work, two prod-
ucts of the same mind, two specimens of the
same artist, two children of the same father,
two members of the same family. '

Let us then turn to the beginning of the
Gospel according to Mark. Its first eight
verses give an account of the baptism of John,
forming a natural division by themselves.
Accordingly Westcott & Hort space them off
heavily from the rest of the page.

45. Here is the passage as it stands in
Westcott & Hort, with the translation of the
American Revisers conformed thereto.

MARK 1:1-8. T7ext

Apx1 Tov evayyellov Ingot Xpiorod. I

Kafws yéypamrrar ev 79 Hoalg 1 mpodijry 2
1800 amoaTé A w Tov dryyelov wov mpo MpPocw-
mov oov, 0§ KaTaoKevdoe Tov 0ddy gov- Darr) 3
Bodvros ev Ty epiipe ‘Etotudoare Ty 0ddy wxv-
plov, evfeias moietre Tas TpiBovs avrod,— eyévero 4
lwdvys o Bamrrilov ev ™) eprue knplocwy Bdr-
Tiopa uperavoias €S ddeow apapridy. xar efe- §
mopeveTo MPos avrdy maca 1) lovdaia xac ol
Iepogorvueitar mravres, xai eBamrifovro im’
avrol ev 7o lopddvy morapp efdpoloyoduevor
Tas apaprias avrdv. kai v o lwavns evdebv- 6
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pévos Tpiyas xapihov xar Sovny depuativny
wepl TRV 00Uy avrod, xat éobov axpibas xa
wé X dyprov. xau exrjpvocer Aéyov " Epyerac o
Loy UpdTEPOS wov omiow pov, ol oux elul ikavds
xinfras Aboar Tov iudrra Twv UmodnudTwy av-
Tob- eyw eSdmrica vuas UoaTt, avrds de Bamri-
g€ Uuds myevpaTt aylp.

Translation.

Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Even as written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold I send my messenger before thy face,
who shall prepare thy way; a voice of one
crying in the wilderness: Make ye ready the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,—
John came who baptized in the wilderness
and preached a baptism of repentance unto
remission of sins. And all the country of
Judea went out unto him, and all they of
Jerusalem ; and they were baptized of him in
the river Jordan confessing their sins. And
John was clothed with camel’s hair and a
leathern girdle about his loins, and he did eat
locusts and wild honey. And he preached
saying, After me cometh he that is mightier
than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am not
sufficient to stoop down and unloose, I bap-
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tized you in water, but he shall baptize you

in Holy Spirit.

46. This passage has 126 words or 18 sev-
ens (Feature 1); 204 syllables, or 6 sevens
(Feature 2) of sevens (Feature 3); a vocabu-
lary of 77 words, or 11 sevens (Feature 4), of
which 21, or 3 sevens, are used by John in his
speech (Feature 5). In the order of their
occurrence in the passage the 77 words of the
vocabulary are thus divided between its two
natural divisions: Verses 1—5 have 49, or seven
sevens (Feature 6); verses 6--8 have 28, or 4
sevens (Feature 7). Between vowel words and
consonant words the vocabulary is thus divided :
42, or 6 sevens, begin with a vowel ; and 35, or
5 sevens, begin with a consonant (Feature 8).
Their 126 occurrences are thus divided: 42, or
6 sevens, belong to words beginning with a
vowel ; and 84, or 12 sevens, belong to conso-
nant words (Feature 9). The number of their
letters is 427, or 61 sevens (Feature 10) : 224
of which, or 32 sevens, are vowels: and 203, or
29 sevens, are consonants (Feature 11). The
words of the vocabulary begin with the follow-
ing letters: a, 8,79, 8, ¢, 8,1, 0, ¢, &, A\, 5, 0, ,
o, 7, v, ¢, x Now with reference to this fact
the 427 letters of the vocabulary are divided
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thus: The 19 words which occur jfrsz under
each letter have g1 letters, or 13 sevens ; the
remaining 58 words have 336 letters, or 48 sev-
ens (Feature 12). Every seventh word of the
vocabulary, there being 11 such words, have
together 56 letters, or 8 sevens (Feature 13).
Some of the words in the vocabulary begin with
an aspirated vowel, have what is called the
rough breathing, giving them the sound of the-
English 2. These aspirated words have 56 let-
ters, or 8 sevens (Feature 14). That is to say:
Between the first words under each letter of the
alphabet and the remaining words, between the
aspirated words and the other words, the 427
letters of the vocabulary are divided by sevens;
and the division is in both cases the same: 56
and 371. The longest word in the vocabulary,
Iepooodupeitns, has 14 letters, or 2 sevens (Fea-
ture 15). The numeric value of the 19 letters
with which the words of the vocabulary begin
(see Feature 12) is 2,289, or 7X 3X 109, a mul-
tiple of seven (Feature 16), with the sum of its
factors 119, or 17 sevens (Feature 17).

47. It is needless to perhaps weary the
reader with further enumeration of the numeric
phenomena of this passage. Nearly all given
so far are those of the vocabulary alone; and
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half of even these refer solely to its letters. A
complete analysis of the passage would probably
treble the number of numeric features. A sin-
gle example may be given of what may be
expected from further investigation even apart
from the sevens. The words of the vocabulary,
it has just been seen, begin with nireteen letters.
Their place value is 209, or 11 nineteens. If
this is a mere coincidence, the chance for it is
only one in 723. But this number nineteen is
the same number of letters with which the
words of the vocabulary of Mark 16:9-20
begin. That is to say : this particular feature
of nineteens is common to the first and last
passages in Mark. This may also be accidental,
but the chance for it is now only one in 29,260.
But this is not all. The number 209 is 19 elev-
ens (Feature 1): of which the first, last, and
middle letters have 33, or 3 elevens (Feature
2); and of these in turn the last has 22, or 2
elevens (Feature 3) ; and the eleventh letter of
the 19 has —eleven (Feature 4). As the num-
ber of words in the vocabulary is 77, or seven
elevens (Feature 5), the presence of the elev-
ens in this one single item of the place values
of those 19 letters, even apart from the sevens
and nineteens (the chance for which is less than
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one in a million of billions) cannot be ascribed
to chance, but must be accepted as part of a
most elaborate design.

48. The very first page of the Gospel of
- Mark is thus found to be constructed on exactly
the same kind of numeric design as its last
page; and both passages prove themselves to
be the work of the same artist, the same unpar-,
alleled literary mathematician.

One_ familiar with Raphael’s, Velasquez’s, or
Rembrandt’s paintings, with Beethoven’s, or
Chopin’s music, with Thorwaldsen’s sculptures,
with Carlyle’s, Macaulay’s, or Matthew Arnold’s
prose, readily recognizes a portrait not seen
before, a symphony or nocturne not heard
before, an essay not read before, as the work of
the same painter, musician, sculptor, writer. A
certain family resemblance in the works of
these readily betrays them to their respective
connoisseurs. But here it requires no special
training or tact to see that we are dealing here
not so much with two close relatives, but with
the same personage, in the same dress, only in
slightly varying postures. If, therefore, the
first eight verses of this Gospel are the work
of Mark, then the last twelve are also his.
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49. Before leaving this passage, it may be
pointed out that its numeric structure settles
its two readings left in doubt by Westcott &
Hort. In their uncertainty they offer as alter-
natives the omission of the second wov, me, in
verse 6; and the insertion of viot Oeod, son of
God, at the end of verse 1. The adoption of
one or both of these alternatives destroys the
'numeric design. The Revised Version, which
retains the rejected som of God in verse 1, has
here, therfore, added to Scripture. But even
apart from numerics and manuscript authority,
it is shown in a Note at the end of this volume
that even on exegetical grounds it is impossi-
ble that Mark’s Gospel should be that of the
Son of God.

50. There remains only to show that this
numeric structure is not peculiar to these two
portions of Mark, but is the property of every
paragraph in the Gospel so far examined, and
therefore presumably also in all the others. At
the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every
word be established. Two witnesses have been
listened to. For a third we may take the brief
paragraph that follows verses 1--8. It consists
of only three verses, but it presents the follow-
ing phenomena:
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51. It has a vocabulary of 35 words, or §
sevens (Feature 1); of which it has 14, or 2
sevens, in common with the next paragraph,
verses 12-15 (Feature 2). The numeric value
of the Forms in which these 35 words are fonnd
is 26,887, or 3,841 sevens (Feature 3); while
the numeric value of the passage is 27,783,
or 7X7X7X3X3X3X3,a multiple of seven
(Feature 4) sevens (Feature 5) of sevens (Fea-
ture 6) ; and the number of its factors is seven
(Feature 7). The longest word here, aytloué-
vows, has a value of 1,652, or 236 sevens (Fea-
ture 8); the shortest, o, has 70, or 2 sevens
(Feature 9).

52. Thus in about six lines there are nine
features of sevens, three for every two lines.
But there is in addition this feature : The value
of the forms, 26,887, is 7X 23X 167, a multiple
of twenty-three as well as of seven. The num-
ber of these Forms is 44, or 4 elevens. Accord-
ingly the number of letters in this small para-
graph is 253, or 23X 11, a multiple of both
twenty-three and eleven.

That is to say: Supposing that the reader
might be left to think that there is no numeric
design in the number of forms because it is not
a multiple of seven, nor in the number of let-
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ters for the same reason, the artist-numberer
left as it were his visiting card in this little item,
to show that there is design here just the same,
though not of sevens. The presence here of
the double eleven and the double twenty-three
(the chance for the one being only one in 231,
and the chance for the other only one in 1,035,
the chance for both together being only one in
239,083), is thus the same kind of a reminder
of the presence here of the great Artist as
Michel Angelo is reported to have left of him-
self when calling on a friend. Not finding him
at home Michel Angelo, instead of leaving a
card, drew at the entry of the house a perfect
circle. The returning friend recognized the call
of the master by the circle which he knew no
other could draw thus.

53. The same what may be called visiting
card design is found in the next paragraph,
verses 12-15. The vocabulary to this passage
has also 35 words, or 5 sevens: of which, as
stated in § 50, it has 14 in common with verses
o-11, or 2 sevens. Its numeric value is 23,-
540, which is a multiple not of seven, but of
eleven, it being 11X2,140. Neither is the
number of words in the passage, 65, 2 multiple
of seven; but of thirteen, it being 13Xs5.



MARK I :12-18. 47

Accordingly the number of syllables in the
Vocabulary is 99, or 9 elevens (its numeric
value being a multiple of eleven) ; and the num-
ber of syllables in the Passage is 312, or 24
thirteens; they forming, as just stated, 65
words, or § thirteens, with a numeric value of
31,642, or 2,434 thirteens.

It is to be noted, moreover, that in each of
these first three passages of Mark examined,
in addition to the clear design of sevens the
number eleven is also made to play a part. In
verses 1-8 the vocabulary has 77 words, or 11-
X7; in g~11 it is the numbers of Forms and
letters in the passage that are multiples of
eleven. In 12-15 it is the numeric value of
the vocabulary and the number of its syllables
that are multiples of eleven,

In other words, these three passages have in
addition -to the usual stamp of sevens upon
them also the bond of elevens between them.

54. As a final example of this visiting card
method of numerics in Mark may be given the
speech of the Lord in 13:5--37. While writing
the preceding section, there was occasion to
refer to it. Its vocabulary was found to have
203 words, or 7X 29, a multiple of seven and
twenty-nine. The number of words in this
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speech was found to be 522, or 18 twenty-
nines. Apart from the fact that the chance
for this particular combination of seven and
twenty-nines is only one in 11,571, the fact
that this kind of numerics has already been
repeatedly found in Mark assures us without
further search that 522 is the true number of
words in this speech.

55. Every paragraph so far examined in
Mark by the writer, however large or small, dis-
plays the same kind of numeric design. Thus
Mark 1:21-31 has a vocabulary of 77 words,
or seven elevens (this is the fourth paragraph in
this chapter to show elevens as well as sevens,
see § 52); of which verses 21--22 have 21, or 3
sevens ; and verses 23--31 have §6, or 8 sevens.
Alphabetically the 77 words are thus distrib-
uted : a--p have 49, seven sevens; v-w, 28, or 4.
sevens. And again: a— have 33, or § elevens;
7~o0, 22, or 2 elevens ; and m-w, also 22. This
division is into groups of both sevens and elev-
ens. And the letters with which the groups
end have in both cases numeric values whose
sums are multiples of seven. Thus the value of
# and o is 840, or 120 sevens; of ¢ o, w, 875,
or 12§ sevens.

56. In Mark 2:13-17 the Lord says a few
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words, and the scribes say a few words. This
passage of only five verses has a vocabulary of
49 words, or 7X 7 : of which the Lord uses 14,
or 7X 2; and the scribes use seven.

In 4 :3-20 is given the parable of the sower
by the Lord and its explanation by Him,
Now the Lord's vocabulary here is g8, or 7X 7-
X 2 : of which He uses 49, or 7X 7 in the par-
able itself, and 49 in the explanation.

57. As alast example of particular passages
being constructed on an elaborate numeric
design 3 :13-10 may be cited. Here is given
the appointment of the twelve by the Lord;
whose names are here: Simon, James, John,
Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,
James, Thaddeus, Simon, Judas. As ®addalos,
Thaddeus, is only a form of lod8as, Judas, and
not a separate vocabulary word, the vocabulary
to these twelve names consists of only nine
words : Zipwy, laxdS, lwavys, Avdpéas, O Aim-
wos, Bapfolouaios, MabBfaios, Bwuas, levdas :
Simon, James, and Judas, being the names for
more than one apostle each.

Now these nine names have 28 syllables, or
7 X 4, with a numeric value of 7,021, 0r 7X17X-
59 : of which the three names that stand for
more than one apostle have 2,618, or 7X17X-
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11. The first and the last in the list have
1,785, 0r 7X 17X 15. The middle one, ®{\err-
mos, has 980, or 7X7X20. The value of all
the twelve names is 9,639, or 7X17X9XQ9.
Of these six numbers, every one of which is a
multiple of seven, four are also multiples of sev-
enteen. Accordingly, the value -of the nine
names, 6,021, or 17X 7X 59, is thus divided: the
nine initial letters have 782, or 17X 46; the rest
have 6,239, or 17X 367. And as the vocabu-
lary to these twelve names has zzne words, the
numeric value of all the twelve names is a mul-
tiple of seven, seventeen, and nine nines.

That is to say : in the mere item of the apos-
tles’ names in this paragraph of seven verses
there are three distinct schemes of sevens and
nines and seventeens.

58. The whole Gospel of Mark then is con-
structed on the same plan as its last twelve
verses. The Gospel as a whole, then, and this
its suspected portion are from the same artistic
hand; the author of the Gospel according to
Mark is also the author of its last twelve verses.

But though the work of the same mind, of
Mark, are the Last Twelve Verses an integral
part of his Gospe/? May they not after all be
a separate bit of work by Mark?
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To this Numerics give a clear answer in sev-
eral ways: one or two may suffice.

59. Three words are used in Mark 16:9-20
for the divine personages : feds, Incods, xUpios;
God, Jesus, Lord. These three words occur in
the Gospel of Mark including this passage, 48,
81,and 18 times respectively, 147 in all, or 7 X-
7 X 3, a multiple not only of 7 but of 7X7; and
the numeric value of these 147 occurrences is
103,635, or 7X7X 2,115, again a multiple of
7X 7. This clearly designed result is possible
only with the four occurrences of these words
in this passage. In other words: with the
removal of this passage a design of sevens now
running through these three words in the whole
Gospel is destroyed. This passage is thus at
once proved to be a necessary integral part of
the Gospel as a whole.

60. Four words in 16 :9-20 are found in
the rest of the New Testament, and in the pre-
ceding portion of Mark; but not in Matthew.
Their sole characteristic is thus the fact that
they are found in Mark for the first time in
the New Testament ; they are: yAdooa, k1ios,
Tavrayol, pavepdw ; tongue, creation, everywhere,
to manifest. They are found in Mark 50, 19,
8, and 49 times respectively : 126 in all, or 7 X-
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18. Of this number the last word, which is
the one verb, has 49, or 7X 7. * They occur
in 7 forms which have 21 syllables, or 7X 3.
The 7 forms are words of 2, 3, 4, and ;5 sylla-
bles ; the sum of these numbers is 14, or 7X 2:
of which the first and the last have 7, and the
two middle numbers have 7. As this design of
sevens runs through words found in this pas-
sage, whose sole characteristic is that they
occur in the New Testament first in the undis-
puted portion of Mark, this design is impossible
unless 16 :g-201is taken as a part of the Gospel.

61. But the neatest proof that the Last
Twelve Verses are as integral a portion of the
Gospel of Mark as any other, is furnished by
the two words with which the Gospel of Mark
begins and ends. It begins with apys, begin-
ning, and ends with onuelmwy, of signs. The
two words apyn and onuetor have a place value
of 47 and 79, or 126 in all: whichis 7X18.
Their numeric values, 709 and 383, give 1092,
or 7X 13X 12, a multiple of 7 and 13. They
occur in Mark 65 times, or 13X 5, with a total
numeric value of 6,409, or 13X 493; while the
five forms of these two words have 13 syllables.

A scheme of sevens and thirteens thus runs
through the two words with which the Gospel
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begins and ends. (Compare for the #hirteens
the analysis of Mark 1:12-15, § 53). But this
is not all. Their total numeric value, 6,409, or
13X 29X 17, is a multiple of 29 as well as of

13. Accordingly, the number of letters in the
forms of these two words is 2q.

- Three distinct schemes of 7, 13, and 29 (the
sum of these three numbers being moreover 49,
or 7X7), thus run through these two words.
The Gospel of Mark, therefore, as it begins
with apy, beginning, so it ends with onuelwy,
signs. And it ends therefore not at verse 8
of Chapter 16, but at verse z0.

62. Inthe above investigation only the pas-
sage itself has been listened to; the other pas-
sages being only incidentally brought into court
to testify as to its being in nowise a kind of
Tichborne claimant, but a regular member of
the household of Mark in the best of standing.
The case for the defendant may indeed thus
well be left here, leaving its accusers without
even the hypothetical geometrical point to stand
on. Nevertheless, it may be well to listen also
to what the New Testament as a whole has to
say here apart from Mark himself. In other
words : having already obtained its excellent
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character in its own town, so to speak, let us
consider also, if only briefly, its standing in the
whole land.

1. Words with whick the New Testament
Books begin and end.

63. The New Testament consists of twenty-
seven books. It therefore has twice 27, or 54
words, with which its books begin and end.
Some of these words are repetitions. Thus the
word Paul begins as many as thirteen books ;
the word vuaw, of you, ends as many as ten
books. Now these §4 words have a vocabulary‘
of 28 words, or 4 sevens (Feature 1): of which
seven are used only in the Gospels (Feature 2),
with a place value of 392, or 7 X 7X 8, a multiple
of seven (Feature 3) sevens (Feature 4). The
numeric values of the first, middle, and last
words of the vocabulary, dvyios, emeibrjmep, Oeds,
Xpiords, 284, 297, 284, 1480, have for their
sum 2345, or 335 sevens (Feature 5): of which
the first and the last have 1764, or 7X7X 36, a
multiple of seven sevens (Feature 6); and the
middle ones have 581, or 83 sevens (Feature 7).
The place values of these first, last and middle
words, 46, 84, 46, 118, have for their sum 204,
or 7X7X6, a multiple of seven (Feature 8)
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sevens (Feature g). The longest word in the
vocabulary, amoxdAwrs, has a numeric value of
1512, or 216 sevens (Feature 10). The short-
est, 6, has 70, or 10 sevens (Feature 11). The
two titles of the divine personages, feds, X piards,
God, Christ, with numeric values of 284 and
1480, have for their sum 1764, or 7X7X 36, a
multiple of seven (Feature 12) sevens (Feature
13). The sum of the numeric and place values
of the Vocabulary,' 19,890 and 1,950, is 2i,84o,
or 3,120 sevens (Feature 14).

An elaborate design of sevens thus runs
through the vocabulary of these 54 words with
which the New Testament books begin and end.

64. The Forms in which the 28 words of
the vocabulary actually occur have just seven
words with numeric values that are multiples of
seven (Feature 15). And these seven words :
auapTI®dY, amoKd ArS, €KNeKTHS, o, Svopa, a1
peiwy, Tov, have 42 letters, or 6 sevens (Feature
16), with a place value of 511, or 73 sevens
(Feature 17). The total numeric value of the
54 occurrences of the 28 Forms is 46,949, or
6,707 sevens (Feature 18): of which the Gos-
pels have 3,808, or 544 sevens (Feature 19).
The seventh New Testament book, 1 Peter, has
2,765, or 395 sevens (Feature 20) ; the seventh
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New Testament author, Jude, has 784, or 7 X 7-
16, a multiple of seven (Feature 21) sevens
(Feature 22) ; Luke, the first New Testament
author of more than one book, has 3,402, or 486
sevens (Feature 23).

A design of sevens thus runs also through
the Forms of these words as well as through
their Vocabulary.

65. The number of words with which the
New Testament books begin and end, 54, is six
nines (Feature 1). The numeric value of the
28 words of their vocabulary, 19,890, is 2,210
nines (Feature 2) : of which the letters used as
initials, a, B, ¢, 0, ¢, o, m, 7, v, x, have 1,377, or
909X 9X 17, a multiple of nine (Feature 3) nines
(Feature 4). And of this number in turn the
vowels have 486, or 9XX 9 X 6, a multiple of nine
nines (Feature 5); and the consonants have
891, or 9X9X 11, again a multiple of nine
(Feature 6) nines (Feature 7). The numeric
value of their 28 Forms, 24,498, is 2,722 nines
(Feature 8), of which those beginning with a
vowel have 15,696, or 1,744 nines; and those
beginning with a consonant have 8,802, or 968
nines (Feature 9).

A scheme of nines as well as of sevens thus
runs through these 54 words,
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66. The numeric value of the 38 words of
the vocabulary, 19,890, is 9X 13X 170, a multi-
ple of thirteen as well as nine (Feature 1). Of
this number the nouns have 13,234, or 1,018
thirteens (Feature 2). The numeric values of
every seventh word, there being four of them,
709, 297, 781, 2,010, have for their sum 2,756,
or 212 thirteens (Feature 3); while in turn the
numeric values of every thirteenth word, there
being two of them, 55 and 1,100, have for their
sum 1,155, or 165 sevens (Feature 4). The
place value of the vocabulary is 1,950, or 150
thirteens (Feature 5). The 28 Forms have 78
syllables, or 6 thirteens (Feature 6); while the
number of words in the vocabulary of forms
with which the books begin is thirteen (Feature
7). On the other hand, the words in the vocab-
ulary of forms with which the books end have
91 letters, or seven thirteens (Feature 8).

A design of thirteens as well as of sevens and
nines thus runs through the words with which
the New Testament books begin and end.

67. But the numeric value 19,890, is 17X-
93X 13X 10, a multiple of seventeen as well as of
-nine and thirteen (Feature 1). Accordingly,
this number is thus divided : the three words in.
the vocabulary which are found nowhere else
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in the New Testament: axoliTws, emedimep,
molvuepds, have 4,573, or 269 seventeens ; the
remaining words have 15,317, or QOI seven-
teens (Feature 2). The numeric value of the
initial letters a, B, ¢ 6, ¢, 0, 7, 0, v, ¥, 1,377,
already seen in §64 to be a multiple of nine
nines, is also a multiple of seventeen, it being
17X9X9 (Feature 3). The numeric value of
all the initial letters of the vocabulary is 1,921,
or 113 seventeens (Feature 4). The numeric
value of the six forms found nowhere else in
the New Testament : axwAvrws, amoxdlwrs,
BlBNos, exhextiis, emedimep, moAvuepds, is 6,987,
or 411 seventeens (Feature 5). Lastly: the
seven words in the vocabulary of forms, each of
which has a numeric value of so many sevens,
have for their combined value 5,236, or 308
seventeens (Feature 6).

In other words: the numeric value of the
vocabulary to these words being a multiple of
nine, thirteen, and seventeen, there are in addi-
tion to the scheme of sevens three distinct
schemes of nines, thirteens, and seventeens,
running through these words.

68. That this enumeration of the numeric
phenomena is not exhaustive may be seen from
the following fact: The total numeric value of
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the 54 words with which the New Testament
books begin and end, 46,949; or 19X 7X 353, is
a multiple of nineteen as well as of seven. Of
this number the two words with which the New
Testament begins and ends: B{B\os, dook, and
aylwv, of saints (Westcott & Hort), have 314
and 864 respectively; together 1,178, or 62
nineteens. Enough, however, has been given
to show that a most elaborate numeric design
pervades the 54 words with which the New
Testament books begin and end. But this
design is possible only with onueloy, signs, as
the word with whick the Gospel of Mark ends.
Apart then from Mark himself, some one else,
the designer of this numeric scheme for the
whole New Testament, saw to it that these dis-
puted verses be thus amply attested as a genu-
ine portion not only of Mark but also of the
New Testament as a whole, unless indeed it
should turn out that the Numerics in Mark and
those of the New Testament are designed by
one and the same mind.

2. The Word avypds, field.

69. The word aypds, field, has for all its
occurrences Iin the New Testament a numeric
value of 22,764, or 3,252 sevens (Feature 1); of






